
3.01 Audio and Video Editing Vocabulary 
 

Subject: Multimedia and Webpage Design 
 

 
 

1 Introduction to Audio Editing 
 

Audio Editing  Manipulation of sound files. Same as Sound 

Engineering. 

 
2 Audio Editing Software 

 

Audacity   A free open-source sound recording and editing 

program. 

 

3 Audio File Formats 
 

AU    An  audio  file  format  commonly  used  on  computers 

running the UNIX operating system. Developed by Sun 

Microsystems.   Short   for   Audio.   Same   as   AUFF   on 

Macintosh. 

MIDI   An industry-standard audio file format created to store 

musical instrumentation. Short for Musical Instrument Digital 

Interface. Same as MID. 

MP3   A highly compressed audio file format. Used by most 

portable music players and for music sent over the Internet. 

Short for MPEG Audio Stream, Layer III. Same as MPG3 on 

Macintosh. 

RA       A   proprietary   audio   file   format   developed   by 

RealNetworks, Inc. Short for RealAudio. 

WAV     A  raw  and  uncompressed  audio  file  format  that 

produces a high-quality sound. Developed jointly by IBM and 

Microsoft  as  the  native  format  for  Windows  sound  files. 

Commonly used  as  the  source  format  during  the  editing 

process. Short for Waveform. Same as WAVE on Macintosh. 

WMA     A  compressed  audio  file  format  that  produces  a 

high-quality sound. Developed by Microsoft to compete with 

the MP3 format. Short for Windows Media Audio. 

1 introduction to Video Editing 
 
Video Editing is the process of editing segments of motion 

video production footage, special effects and sound 
recordings in the post-production process. 
 

2 Video Editing Software 
 
Quicktime is a multimedia development, storage, and 

playback technology from Apple. Quicktime files combine 
sound, text, animation, and video in a single file. 
 
Windows Movie Maker is a video editing software by 

Microsoft. It is a part of Windows Essentials software suite 
and offers the ability to create and edit videos as well as to 
publish them on OneDrive, Facebook, Vimeo, YouTube, and 
Flickr. 
 

3 Video File Formats 
 
AVI   A video file format associated with Microsoft Windows. 

Popular for downloading video files. Short for Audio-Video 

Interleave. Same as VfW on Macintosh. 

FLV  A video file format developed by Macromedia (which is 

now part of Adobe) for their Flash application. Popular for 

streaming video. Short for Flash Video. 

MOV   A video file format associated with Apple Quicktime. 

Popular for downloading video files. Short for Movie. Same as 

MooV on Macintosh. 

MPEG    The industry-standard video file format that is 

complementary to the JPEG image format. Has wide-spread 

support and is popular for downloading video files. Short for 

Moving Pictures Expert Group. Same as MPG. 

RV      A  proprietary video file format developed by 

RealNetworks, Inc. Popular for streaming video. Short for 

RealVideo. 

WMV  A proprietary video file format developed by Microsoft. 

Short for Windows Media Video. 


